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A field experiments were carried out at Entomology farm, Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences
and Technology (SKUAST-J) for two consecutive years (2021 and 2022) to examine the population dynamics
of fall armyworm, The experiment was laid out in randomized block design and replicated thrice. Maize
hybrid seeds were sown in the plot size of 10 x10 m2 spaced at 60 x 20 cm between rows and plants. To analyze
the adult populations, pheromone traps were installed in the field at a height higher than maize crop and
replacement interval was 15 days. The weekly trap catches of fall armyworm adults were recorded to find out
the adult mean population. The required weekly data on different weather parameters viz. maximum and
minimum temperature, morning and evening relative humidity, rainfall, rainy days, and sunshine hours for
both years of experimentation (2021 and 2022) were obtained from the section of Agro-Meteorology, SKUAST-
Jammu and then weekly mean data of FAW population was correlated with weather parameters accordingly
for simple correlation and linear regression studies. The results of study revealed that the population
dynamics analysis indicated the emergence of adult fall armyworm starting from the 18th standard meteorological
week (SMW), with first peak trap catches occurring in the 24th SMW during both years, followed by a
second peak in 28th and 27th SMW during 2021 and 2022, respectively after which the population declined till
31st SMW. Weather parameters played an important role in population build-up of fall armyworm in maize
crop which warrants timely and effective pest management strategies to mitigate the losses caused by FAW
in maize. The meteorological conditions had 61.6% influence on the fall armyworm adult population build-up
on maize.
Key words :Spodoptera frugiperda, Host range, Population dynamics, Meteorological weeks, Regression
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ABSTRACT

Introduction
Maize (Zea mays L.) is the second major cereal crop,

cultivated in approximately 165 countries on an average
area of about 190 million hectares (Badhai et al., 2020).
Owing to its highest genetic yield potential, maize is
considered as the ‘Queen of Cereals’. It serves as a
staple food for humans and is a crucial source of animal
and poultry feed.

India ranks as the fifth leading producer of maize
globally, contributing approximately 2.59 per cent to the
global food grain production (FAO, 2020). During 2022-
23, India exported 3,453,680.58 metric tons (MT) of maize
globally, generating revenue of 8,987.13 crores (equivalent
to 1,116.17 million USD) (APEDA, 2024). In India, maize

cultivation is followed throughout the year, however, the
Kharif crop predominantly covers 85 per cent of the
total cultivated area. Its cultivation is widespread in
Jammu and Kashmir, and is being grown in various regions
including Kandi, Karewa, and Plain areas (Baba et al.,
2019).

The maize crop suffers from both biotic and abiotic
stresses. Insect pests are among the main factors leading
to lower maize yield. Over 40 species of insect pest have
been identified in maize Fall armyworm, Spodoptera
frugiperda (J.E. Smith) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) has
emerged as the most destructive pest of the maize
ecosystem. Fall armyworm (FAW) is an invasive,
polyphagous and highly destructive pest of cereals and
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other cultivated plants. Being polyphagous, it feeds on
353 host-plants under 76 plant families (Montezano et
al., 2018). Fall armyworm infestation caused a loss of
around 8-21 million tons of maize per year (6.1 million
USD) in twelve African countries, affecting over 300
million African people (Midega et al., 2018). In India,
FAW was first recorded in Shivamogga, Karnataka in
2018 on maize (Sharanabasappa et al., 2018) which
rapidly spread to almost all the neighboring states within
no span of time. The maize yield in India fell to 27.8
million metric tonnes due to fall armyworm infestation
back in 2018. The life cycle is completed within 30 days
in summer; 60 days in spring and autumn seasons and
80-90 days in winter months. The voltinism of fall
armyworm moths depends on the climatic conditions;
however, about 1000-1500 eggs are laid by a typical female
moth in her lifespan. (Pitre et al., 1983; Prasanna et al.,
2018). The fall armyworm larvae feed voraciously on
the stem, leaves and reproductive parts of more than 350
crop species, inflicting significant damage in maize and
considerable damage to other crops like rice, sorghum,
wheat, sugarcane, vegetables, and cotton (Abraham et
al., 2017; Ganiger et al., 2018). Fall armyworm is a strong
flier and migrates over longer distances of approximately
100 km per night (Liu et al., 2019) wherein weather
factors play a major role in depicting the behavior of this
pest (Anandhi et al., 2020). The population size and
damage severity of fall armyworm is greatly decided by
the environmental factors (Becker, 1974). Temperature
and rainfall are the major environmental factors that
govern the occurrence, survival and development of
insect pests. The relationship between pests and weather
factors has been documented by many authors on various
crops (Saminathan et al., 2001; Priyanka et al., 2018).
Insect populations do not remain constant all-round the
year and vary with topography and weather parameters
like temperature, rainfall and humidity (Wallner, 1987).
Henceforth, it is quite important to study the population
dynamics of fall armyworm with respect to fluctuations
in weather parameters to provide necessary cues to
devise timely management strategies of this destructive
pest (Aasman, 2001).

Materials and Methods
A field experiment was conducted carried out at

SKUAST-Jammu which is located in the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir. The Jammu district is located in
the subtropical zone having an area of 3097 sq Km and
having the altitude of 32.73°N and 74.87°E longitude, the
Jammu District is located in the subtropical zone. To
examine the population dynamics of fall armyworm, field

experiments were carried out at Entomology farm, Sher-
e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST-J) for two consecutive years
(2021 and 2022). The experiment was laid out in
randomized block design and replicated thrice Maize
hybrid seeds were sown in the plot size of 10 x10 m2

spaced at 60 x 20 cm between rows and plants. To analyze
the adult populations, pheromone traps were installed in
the field at a height higher than maize crop and
replacement interval was 15 days. The weekly trap
catches of fall armyworm adults were recorded to find
out the adult mean population. The required weekly data
on different weather parameters viz.; maximum and
minimum temperature, morning and evening relative
humidity, rainfall, rainy days, and sunshine hours for both
years of experimentation (2021 and 2022) were obtained
from the section of Agro-Meteorology, SKUAST-Jammu,
and then weekly mean data of FAW population was
correlated with weather parameters accordingly for
simple correlation and linear regression studies. For
statistical analysis, Data obtained from field experiment
was statistically analyzed for analysis of variance by SPSS
16.0 software and means was compared with Tukey’s
HSD test at P<0.05

Results and Discussion
Population dynamics of fall armyworm (adults) in
maize during 2021 and 2022

The data presented in Tables 1, 2 and Figs. 1, 2 related
to population dynamics of fall armyworm (adults) through
pheromone traps in maize recorded during 2021 and 2022
revealed that the population dynamics of fall armyworm
(adults) using pheromone trap catches has resulted in
noteworthy findings. It was observed that the adult fall
armyworm population emerged during the 18th standard
week in both years studied. As time progressed, the adult
trap catches displayed a gradual upward trend,
culminating in their peak abundance during the 24th

standard week. After this peak, a conspicuous decline in
the population was observed in the weeks leading up to
the 26th standard week. Intriguingly, during the year 2021,
the second peak was recorded during 28th standard week,
while in 2022, it manifested slightly earlier, specifically
during the 27th standard week. Following the second peak,
the adult trap catches commenced a decline once more,
ultimately leading to the lower trap catches during the
31st standard week. This fluctuation in the population
dynamics of fall armyworm adults strongly suggests a
cyclical pattern, which could be influenced by a variety
of factors such as environmental conditions, seasonal
variations, or other ecological elements.
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Similar results were reported by Pradeep et al.
(2022), who recorded a peak population of adult fall
armyworm per trap in July, Ahissou et al. (2022), who
recorded maximum trap catches of fall armyworm adults
in the month of August when the crop was in the 6- 12
leaf stage. The slight variation in the results might have
occurred due to different sowing times, and climatic and
geographical conditions. Deshmukh et al. (2022)
documented similar results that high fall armyworm trap
catches in maize fields in the mid of year (June-July).
Correlation and regression studies of adult trap
catches with weather parameters in maize during
2021 and 2022

The correlation and regression studies between abiotic
factors (maximum and minimum temperatures, morning
and evening relative humidity, sunshine hours, rainfall 62
and rainy days) and adult trap catches of fall armyworm

in maize during 2021 and 2022 indicated that a highly
significant positive correlation existed between the fall
armyworm adult population and minimum temperature
(0.689**) and rainy days (0.499**). Morning relative
humidity (0.401*), evening relative humidity (0.457*), and
rainfall (0.429*) had a significant positive correlation with
adult trap catches of fall armyworm. However, there was
a non-significant negative correlation of weekly mean
maximum temperature (-0.083ns) and sunshine hours (-
0.309ns) with pheromone trap catches of fall armyworm.

The linear regression equation for population
dynamics of adult fall armyworm (Y= -
0.889+0.747nsX1+1.413nsX2-0.835nsX3+0.560nsX4-
0.115nsX5+0.115nsX6+2.186nsX7) showed the
increasing trend of fall armyworm populations due to a
gradual increase in temperature with 61.6 per cent overall
impact of weather factors on population build-up of fall
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Fig. 1 : Population dynamics of fall armyworm adults through pheromone traps in maize during 2021.

 

Fig. 2 : Population dynamics of fall armyworm adults through pheromone traps in maize during 2022.
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Table 1 : Population dynamics of fall armyworm male adults/plant through pheromone traps in maize during 2021.

Temperature (0C) Relative humidity

Maximum Minimum Morning Evening
(%) (%)

18 1.75 36.7 20.9 52 29 6.2 2.0 0
19 3.50 34.3 19.5 66 37 5.6 27.0 2
20 4.66 35.9 19.7 55 26 8.5 2.8 1
21 5.83 36.4 18.3 48 24 8.3 20.2 1
22 6.50 36.9 23.0 57 34 6.6 32.6 2
23 7.33 39.8 26.9 58 33 8.0 15.0 1
24 8.50 36.6 23.5 65 41 7.0 12.6 2
25 6.66 38.3 24.9 56 27 7.6 0.0 0
26 6.83 39.4 25.5 55 30 8.5 1.0 0
27 7.58 39.7 25.4 56 32 8.6 23.0 2
28 8.83 33.0 24.8 85 68 3.5 167.4 4
29 8.00 33.5 26.3 89 69 3.2 140.8 3
30 7.50 32.8 26.4 89 71 3.5 154.0 4
31 5.58 34.4 25.9 79 66 7.2 25.2 2

Standard Mean FAW Sunshine Rainfall Rainy
Meteorological adults/trap (hrs/day) (mm) day
Weeks (SMW)

Table 2 : Population dynamics of armyworm male adults/plants through pheromone traps in maize during 2022.

Temperature (0C) Relative humidity

Maximum Minimum Morning Evening
(%) (%)

18 2.75 36.8 21.5 55.0 25.1 5.1 2.0 0
19 4.25 39.6 21.9 53.4 26.9 7.1 2.0 0
20 5.41 41.8 22.1 38.3 22.7 7.6 0.0 0
21 6.50 35.6 21.6 56.3 34.0 6.3 24.8 2
22 7.33 39.1 23.3 50.3 29.1 7.3 16.8 1
23 8.00 43.2 24.0 40.0 14.0 8.2 0.0 0
24 9.16 40.0 25.0 47.3 27.9 6.5 20.0 1
25 6.83 33.2 21.4 74.4 47.9 5.8 34.0 2
26 7.83 37.6 27.0 71.0 49.9 4.9 38.6 2
27 9.83 35.7 26.7 84.9 65.6 4.1 15.2 3
28 8.66 32.4 25.9 83.0 78.9 2.2 101.4 2
29 8.50 34.4 25.4 89.1 68.6 3.8 155.8 3
30 7.58 32.0 25.7 89.1 78.4 2.4 155.4 4
31 6.66 33.3 25.5 88.7 67.6 5.7 74.2 4

Standard Mean FAW Sunshine Rainfall Rainy
Meteorological adults/trap (hrs/day) (mm) day
Weeks (SMW)

Table 3 : Pooled correlation of pheromone trap catches in relation to abiotic factors in maize crop during both years (2021 and
2022).

Temperature (°C) Relative humidity (%)

Maximum Minimum Morning Evening
Spodoptera Spodoptera -0.083ns 0.689** 0.401* 0.457* -0.309ns 0.429* 0.499**
frugiperda lure frugiperda

(FAW)
adult male

** Significant at the 0.01 level
* Significant at the 0.05 level

Pheromone Insect pest Sunshine Rainfall Rainy
taps (lure) (hrs/day) (mm) day
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Table 4 : Pooled regression equations and co-efficient of multiple determination (R2) of trap catches in relation to abiotic factors
in maize crop during both years (2021 and 2022).

Pheromone Insect pest Regression linear Multiple Co-efficient of Co-efficient of
trap (lure) equations correlation (R) determination (R²) Variation(%)

Spodoptera Spodoptera Y=0.889+0.747nsX1+1.413nX2- 0.785 0.616 61.6%
frugiperda frugiperda 0.835nsX3+0.560nsX4-0.115nsX5+
Lure (FAW) adult male 0.115nsX6+2.186nsX7

Where, Y= Mean no. of FAW adults/trap; X1 =Maximum temperature; X2 = Minimum temperature; X3 = R.H morning;
X4 = R.H evening; X5 = Sunshine hours; X6 = Rainfall (mm); X7 = Rainy day

armyworm on maize. Similar results were reported by
Parameshwari et al. (2021), who recorded a negative
correlation between adult fall armyworm and maximum
temperature and a positive correlation between fall
armyworm trap catches and minimum temperature and
rainfall. Kumar et al. (2020), Geethalakshmi et al. (2004)
and Mahalingam et al. (2003) also reported similar results.

Conclusion
On the basis of two-year study, the population

dynamics analysis indicated the emergence of adult fall
armyworm starting from the 18th standard meteorological
week (SMW), with first peak trap catches occurring in
the 24th SMW during both years, followed by a second
peak in 28th and 27th SMW during 2021 and 2022,
respectively after which the population declined till 31st
SMW. Weather parameters played an important role in
population build-up of fall armyworm in maize crop which
warrants timely and effective pest management strategies
to mitigate the losses caused by FAW in maize. The
results of the study showed that meteorological conditions
had 61.6% influence on the fall armyworm adult
population build-up on maize crop.
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